
Homily Notes for 2016 – 31st Sunday     The conversion of Zacchaeus the tax collector 
A reflection on his conversion and the actions that showed it was sincere.  
Readings: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2; Luke 19:1-10. 

 
Before reading this text, please go to the end and read carefully the three basic questions for each 
homily. It is important to answer these personally to get the maximum benefit from this homily. 
 

1. Summary: Faithful management of our money and possessions is crucial to being a disciple.  
 

2. Notes on the readings:  
 

3. Wisdom 11:22-12:2 – this is a digression on the Mercy of God. Here the writer beautifully lays forth the 
mercy and patience of God. The last verse details how our fellowship in the Church often needs to be:  

 

“Therefore, you rebuke offenders little by little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are 
committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O Lord! 

 

4. 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 – This passage should be read in its larger context which is a warning against 
the deception of the lawless one who comes to deceive the faithful and lead them away from the truth.  

 

“(Do) not be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed either by a “spirit,” or by an oral 
statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand” (2:2)  

 

5. Apologetic point, not by “Scripture alone.” Note the follow-up injunction to “stand firm and hold fast to 
the traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours” (2 Thess 2:15). 
 

6. The Second Letter to the Thessalonians is very much concerned with ultimate things, concerning the     
end of time and the second coming of the Lord Jesus.  I highly recommend that you read this entire book at 
one sitting. Special warning: in order to avoid sin and follow the word of God, we must know well the 
divinely inspired canonical works that we have been given through the Tradition (v. 2:15 - spoken or written). 

A good book which demonstrates how personal sin twists and perverts that which pretends to be   
objective intellectual research is Degenerate Moderns by E. Michael  Brown. 

 

7. Luke 19:1-10. The Conversion of Zacchaeus. 
 

   The city of Jericho – “Jericho was a very wealthy and a very important town. It lay in the Jordan valley, 
commanding the approach to Jerusalem and the crossings of the river which gave access to the lands to the 
east. It had a great palm forest and world-famous balsam groves which perfumed the air for miles around.  
The Romans carried its dates and balsam to world-wide trade and fame. Hence, Jericho, therefore, was one 
of the greatest taxation centers in Palestine. 
 

     Jericho was deep in the Jordan valley, about 1,000 feet below sea level. Jerusalem only thirty miles away 
is about 2200 feet above sea level. Even the Sea of Galilee is almost 700 feet below sea level and the Dead 
Sea is almost 1300 feet below sea level. 
 

     Zacchaeus was a man who saw opportunity and sold his soul to the Romans to become a tax collector. He 
was at the top of his profession and well could have been the most hated man in the district. From his own 
testimony we can see how he used his power to cheat and extort the people. 
 

     But Zacchaeus was profoundly unhappy. Condemned by God, cut off from his people, he sought 
redemption and heard that Jesus was offering forgiveness. With the courage of desperation, he climbed a 
low-lying tree to see Jesus. Jesus looked up and saw him. 
 

     Once saved by Jesus, Zacchaeus took steps to show all the community that he was a changed man. He 
decided to give half of his goods to the poor (almsgiving) and with the other half he committed himself to 
make restitution for the frauds of which he had been self-confessed guilty. This restoration went beyond 
what was legally necessary. Do you think he had an attitude of entitlement or grateful appreciation? 
 

8. How do we see our giving; to our local parish, to our Diocese and beyond? How do we want to see our 
giving in the light of the end of our lives and the end of time? We will talk about this next week. 
Application to becoming a giving, a tithing parish. 



 

9. In the first week of this series, we looked at what it means to be a “parish”, our little area in which we 
wish to give a good testimony to our faith and to build up the Church. Second, we undertook a “census” of 
those active in our Parish so we know who to work with as we say, “You Can Count on Me”. Next week, 
Nov. 6, we have mission (or commitment Sunday) in which we can make commitments of time, talent, and 
treasure in support of the Church’s mission. 
 

10. Why did Zacchaeus give back so much? It was because he understood as do, we that everything we 
have is a gift from God. Nothing that we have or enjoy came from any other source but God. God provides 
for all our needs.  
 

11. In return, we offer God our praise and thanksgiving. We should constantly ask ourselves if we are 
truly thankful to Him for his many blessings. In the preface to the Eucharistic Prayer of the Mass we say: 
 Priest: let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right and just. 
How, then, should we give thanks? We give thanks by our prayer and by our offerings at Mass. As members 
of the Church, where we receive the sacraments and the Word of God that give eternal life, we participate in 
the Church’s offering by giving our gift to the church. A part of that is our giving or our tithe. Another part is 
our commitments that we make to God, especially at the “offering” of the Mass. 
 

12. This week we are looking at our “giving”, seeking to build a tithing community. This is a “First 
Commandment” issue. Jesus said, “You cannot serve God and possessions.” There are several different 
levels of giving of money. The first is “tithing”. Generally defined as “the tenth part of the increase arising 
from the profits of land and stock” (a tenth of our increase). A tithe is “the tenth part of all fruits and profits 
justly acquired, owed to God in recognition of his supreme dominion over man, and to be paid to the 
ministers of the church.” 
 

13. The custom of giving tithes reaches back into antiquity. It is mentioned in Genesis 14. Just as 
Abraham is there represented as offering tithes of the spoils of his victory to the royal priest, Melchizedek, so 
in Genesis 28, Jacob is recorded as giving a tithe of all his possessions to the Lord. Under the Mosaic Law 
the payment of tithes was made obligatory. 
 

14. This is the biblical guideline for giving. It means giving 10% of our increase to the work of the Lord. 
Ordinarily, for Catholics, this means 5% to our local parish, 1% to the Bishop, and 4% to other Catholic 
causes. One good way to start is “first fruits”, that is, the value of your first hour of work in the first offering. 
That would be 2.5% for someone working 40 hours. We can then progress to the full tithe. “Second-mile 
giving” is going beyond the legal or biblical guideline, above the 10%. “Almsgiving” is extra giving to the 
poor and the needy.  Advanced Planning giving is planning what happens to our estate when we die.  May 
we take this seriously in order to strengthen the Church! 
 

15. Consider your own giving. We can think of our giving as “first fruits”. We give to God from the 
beginning of our income, not from what is left over at the end of the week. One way to do this is to offer to 
God, at a minimum, the equivalent of the first hour of each week’s income. If you make $12 per hour, 
consider that you should at least give your first $12 in the first collection. That would be a starting point. If 
you already give your first hour, can you increase it? Each of us, with some planning, can give to God 10% 
of our income. Each of us should be praying thankfully, seeking ways to reach that goal of the tithe. 
 

16. Dealing with money and possessions is fundamental to living a Christian life. Jesus said, “You 
cannot serve both God and Mammon (money). St. Paul said, “The love of money is the source of all evils.” 
How do we demonstrate our love of God. Could the practice of money management be spiritual training? 
Under which commandment does this concern fall. 
 

17. I invite everyone to think and pray about this this week. Next Sunday we will have a chance to pledge 
our time, talent, and treasure to the service of Jesus and His Church. Grapple seriously with this issue. 
 
18. Some practical benefits of deciding to tithe. 



1. God will bless us if we do it (See Mal 3:8-12). 
2. Tithing makes us prioritize our spending. 
3. Tithing, therefore, encourages the use of a budget. 
4. Tithing leads us to avoid impulse buying. 
5. This, then, leads us to having more money available for priorities. 
6. To achieve this as a family means we must involve our children in this value-forming process.  
7. Tithing, then, orients our life and our family’s life to God. 

 
Other reflections and resources on this Sunday’s readings. 
 
The Conversion of Zacchaeus also raises the question, “What kind of parish do we want to be?” 

1. How can we become a parish that is supportive of all its members, especially its children? 
2. How can we better meet the needs of its members, spiritually and practically? 
3. Are we concerned for the salvation of everyone in our area? Even those who don’t immediately fit in 

to our kind of fellowship? 
4. Is our goal to reach out to everyone in our parish area or just grow enough to be comfortable? 
5. Are we willing to work hard to grow and include more people or just grow enough to be a parish? 
6. In the American Institute of Church Growth, they taught that, as you begin, you need to articulate if 

you wish to be a growth Church and what kind of growth do you wish to have.  
7. Our Bishop very much wants to be known for his emphasis on education. How can we also take up 

that challenge of Christian education and formation, both for children in our community as well as 
adults? 

8. What do we think God wants of us here at St Boniface? What kind of a Roman Catholic Church does 
he want here in Chandler? What might be our distinctives? 

9. I hope to become the kind of pastor of whom you can say, “You can count on me.” 
10. I hope we all become the kind of parish where all feel that “You can count on me.” 
11. It is my hope that we will become a parish committed to reaching out to everyone who needs God, to 

everyone who needs Jesus, to everyone who needs God’s standards of goodness and light, serving 
and educating everyone we can so that “Everyone can count on us.” 

12. Let us talk together about this and develop ourselves as the Catholic Parish in Chandler. 
 

 

18. The three basic questions for each homily: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself. 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and discipline my children into  

becoming? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


